
European Democratic Education Community

EUDEC Bulletin No. 9
September 8, 2010

Fresh, New Look! EUDEC Logo Approved

The assembly at this summer’s AGM asked Council to make the final decision about
EUDEC’s new logo. Council shared Assembly’s feedback with the designer (Carlos
Patiño), and on Sunday, September 5, Council decided unanimously to approve the
following logo in two versions to be used at the discretion of the designer and logo
team:

The website and other EUDEC materials will be redesigned with the new logo
shortly.

Agreeing upon a common identity democratically as an almost 200-member
organisation was no easy task. We ended up making mistakes along the way and
learning a lot of important lessons in the process. We still feel very pleased with the
end result and happy that we will now be able to focus more attention on activities
directly related to our aims.

Big thanks go out to Carlos, who has been working with us, patiently adapt-
ing draft after draft, for almost a year now, to the many EUDEC members who
have given feedback throughout the long logo-development process and to Andreas
Matthes, the talented designer who did the first EUDEC logo, which has helped us
successfully establish ourselves as a non-profit organisation in Europe.

If you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact the logo team
leader, Simon Hulshoff.
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What’s up? Active EUDEC Projects

The Extended Council is currently working on the following projects: preparing
the next newsletter, drafting new flyers, follow-up to AGM decisions, finding a
more time-efficient bookkeeping system, developing a website solution that includes
groupware, redesigning the website, planning a membership drive, planning a viral
marketing campaign, finalising the logo and corporate identity, supporting work-
groups and chapters, developing a membership guide and fostering cooperation
with similar organisations.

And the following workgroups are active: Research, Democratic Schools Camp,
Student Exchange Programme, EUDEC Diploma and Teacher Training Programme.

If you would like to get involved in any of these projects, just drop us a line!

Stay connected! EUDEC discussion groups

We are working on a huge reform of EUDEC’s online-communication platform right
now (mostly because the forum has never been embraced by many members and
the danger of splintering up the activities and discussions into too many completely
separated places is beginning to become noticeable). Stay tuned for further news
on this in the next newsletter and/or bulletins.

Until that time though we would like you to check out and use EUDEC’s existing
mailing-lists for your EUDEC-online-discussion needs. We will soon be inviting all
EUDEC members to join the two main discussion groups. This will make it easier for
members to reach one another with questions and announcements, and to discuss
potential assembly proposals in advance. If you do not wish to join a group, simply
ignore the invitation.

A list of other interesting, topic-related and region-based discussion groups can
be found on the EUDEC wiki.

Announcement from the Research Workgroup
by Christel Hartkamp (chartkamp@eudec.org)

EUDEC is currently working on bringing together names of Universities, Institutes
and/or Researchers in Europe that might be or are interested in Democratic Edu-
cation. This database is important for 1) the IDEC@EUDEC Conference and 2) for
future research projects on Democratic Education, if any. If you know researchers
or names of certain reasearch groups in universities or institutes, please contact
Christel Hartkamp with your contact information.
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Attention! New Fee Payment System
by Leslie Ocker (locker@eudec.org)

In the online referendum held last fall the members voted for a calendar-year pay-
ment system, meaning that all membership fees will generally be due on 1 January
of the respective year. In order to transition to this system, we will be asking all
renewing members to pay for a partial year, depending on when their current mem-
bership expires. So if your current membership expires, for example, on July 20,
2011, we will ask you to pay a partial fee for August through December 2011 (15
Euros) then the full fee for 2012 on 1st January.

For those who pay monthly or quarterly by direct debit, we will be deducting
the respective fee at the beginning of the month/quarter. We will also be switching
to standard quarters: Jan-Mar, Apr-Jun, Jul-Sep and Oct-Dec.

This will save us a lot of administrative work. Just let me know if you have any
questions.

Need your input! Why are you a EUDEC member?
by Niklas Gidion (ngidion@eudec.org)

At the AGM in Roskilde this summer it was agreed upon that we want to strive for
a substantial increase in individual members for EUDEC in the near future. Thus
over the coming year, we will be launching a membership drive to increase our voice
as an organisation and strengthen our financial base. This will make us better able
to serve our members’ needs and promote democratic education on a large scale in
Europe.

Please help us prepare materials for this drive by sending us a quick email with
what you personally feel are the most convincing arguments for joining EUDEC.
Why do you like being a member? What attracted you to join?

Thanks for your help!!

Who else at your school/in your group may be
interested in EUDEC news?

Please share this bulletin with other people at your school/in your group, print a
copy and put it on your schools info-board, etc. Maybe you could have a ”EUDEC-
meeting” at your school sometime in the near future and discuss what EUDEC
activities the peopEUle at your school might want to get involved with. And then
you could share your ideas with the other members. You can also use the bulletin
for your groups news!
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Interesting Links

Michael Sappir wrote a short article about what a democratic school is. He’d love
to hear your feedback:

From Member to Member

Please send us links to articles or blogs you think may be of interest to other EUDEC
members, and we will include them in the next bulletin.
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