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I am honored to welcome you to the 8th annual AERO conference, “Transforming Education & Our World.” In the fall of 2003, at the age of sixteen, I presented the idea of creating a conference based on community and knowledge-sharing
to the Alternative Education Resource Organization (AERO). This conference, which
was inspired by the International Democratic Education Conference, would serve
people involved and interested in all forms of educational alternatives. My goal was
simple: provide a platform for dialogue and community among those who share the
common goal of making educational alternatives accessible for all. With the support
of AERO and director Jerry Mintz, I created AERO Conference.
In the past seven years, the conference has grown and evolved quite a bit.
We have had nearly every state and province and over thirty countries represented.
Hundreds of different schools and organizations have attended, and many new projects and schools have started through our event. We’ve had illustrious speakers such
as Patch Adams and Riane Eisler, and inspiring young voices such as Mathew Davis
and Anna Finklestein.
Each year we have discovered and implemented elements that have now
become foundations of the conference, while continuing to learn how to improve
upon the previous year. The conference quickly shifted away from “our” conference
to “our attendees’” conference. Most of what you will see in the program this year
has been inspired by our attendees. This year, we had a committee of attendees that
helped inform how the conference looks on nearly every level!
It is my hope that you will find the conference to be a nurturing and enriching environment. An environment where you may feel challenged, affirmed, and
inspired. I encourage everyone to dive in, dive deep, and to bring their whole selves
into the event, while remaining open to new people, ideas, and opinions. With the
diversity of thought and individuals at this event, we have the opportunity to learn
more than can be imagined, while taking important and necessary steps toward
achieving our ultimate goal: Transforming Education & Our World.
With respect,

Conference Info
General Inquiries
(720) 475-1602
alternativeeducation@gmail.com

Red Lion Hotel on the River
Jantzen Beach | Portland, OR
503-283-4466
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Isaac Graves
“People must have a say in their own
learning process. From a very young age,
we need to play a role in deciding what and
how we will be learning. This, of course,
must happen in a community, through
dialogue with others. Learning in community means that there will be give and take,
compromise, and sometimes sacrifice”
Shilpa Jain

p.s. Have Fun!

Aims of the 8th Annual AERO Conference
AERO conference provides a platform for comprehensive dialog,
movement building, and learning amongst a diverse group of people,
organizations, schools and other learning environments who share an interest in…
1) Bringing forth a diverse collection of national and international voices to address what “Transforming
Education & Our World” means to them.
2) Developing the quality and quantity of new schools and other learning environments that respect and
meaningfully involve parents, administrators, students, teachers, and community members.
3) Increasing the accessibility of schools and other learning environments, especially historically underrepresented communities including people of color, disability, and socioeconomic strata.
4) Sharing practical skills needed for teachers, administrators, students, and community members in support of healthy, community-powered learning environments
5) Examining and understanding the history of educational alternatives from multiple perspectives
6) Supporting the need for authentic youth voice in our schools and other learning environments
7) Engaging with and highlighting established successful models and programs
8) Highlighting the connection between education and social justice and discussing the need to work in
partnership outside of traditional education circles to create a more balanced, just, and conscious world.
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Keynote Speakers
Justo Méndez Arámburu

Melia Dicker

Riane Eisler

Justo Méndez Arámburu is the
founder and executive director
of Nuestra Escuela, alongside his
wife and Deputy Director, Ana Yris
Guzmán Torres. He has a Bachelor
Degree in Social Sciences and
studied Social Planning and Non
Profit Organizations Administration at a Masters level. In Puerto
Rico, Justo was awarded the
Educator of the Year Recognition
by the Legislature and the Sor
Isolina Ferré Medal to Excellence
in Service to Others. His vision
was fundamental in developing the
public policy that stands for holistic educational services to youth
at risk. Promoter of the Alliance
for Alternative Education, Justo
has been able to build a strong
network that supports alternative
education.

Melia Dicker is a co-founder and
the Communications Director of
IDEA, the Institute for Democratic
Education in America. She manages IDEA’s digital organizing
team and online presence. Melia
believes in social media’s power
to build community, educate, and
inspire offline action. She blogs
about healing school wounds and
reinventing oneself at www.reschoolyourself.com.

Dr. Riane Eisler is an eminent social scientist, attorney, author, and
keynote speaker. She is a consultant and President of the Center
for Partnership Studies (www.
partnershipway.org). She authored
the bestselling books The Chalice
and The Blade, as well as The
Real Wealth of Nations: Creating
a Caring Economics, The Power of
Partnership and Tomorrow’s Children; Sacred Pleasure; and others.
www.rianeeisler.com.
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Deborah Meier

Linda Stout

Khalif Williams

Deborah Meier has more than
forty years’ experience as a public education teacher, principal,
director, founder, coalition builder,
writer, board member, and public
advocate. She founded a network of highly successful public
elementary schools in East Harlem, and is currently on the faculty
of New York University’s Steinhardt School of Education. Her
books include The Power of Their
Ideas; Will Standards Save Public
Education?; In Schools We Trust;
Keeping School; Many Children
Left Behind; Turning Points; and
Playing for Keeps.

Linda Stout, director of Spirit
in Action, has been a grassroots
organizer and activist for three
decades. A thirteenth-generation
Quaker born to a tenant-farming
family, Linda founded a successful
grassroots organization in 1984,
in a conservative region of North
Carolina. Piedmont Peace Project worked successfully to forge
extraordinary alliances across race
and class lines and won major public policy changes. Linda’s awards
include a Public Policy Fellowship
from Harvard University, Honorary
Doctorate from Allegheny College,
and the Freedom Fighter Award
of the Equal Rights Congress.
Her story was featured in Studs
Terkel’s book, Hope Dies Last
and she is the author of Bridging
the Class Divide and Other Lessons for Grassroots Organizing and
Collective Visioning: How Groups
Can Work Together for a Just and
Sustainable Future.

Khalif Williams, Director of The
Bay School in Maine, is passionate
about building the social movement toward just and sustainable
societies through education.. He
has been working in the arena
of social change and education
for over 15 years and has served
as a consultant on a variety of
educational and non-profit projects. Prior to his role at The
Bay School, Khalif served as the
Executive Director of the Institute
for Humane Education.
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Schedule

Wednesday, August 3rd
2:00pm-5:00pm, Conference Community Building with Shilpa Jain, Salon 3
5:00pm-6:30pm, Dinner (on your own!)
6:30pm-8:30pm, Film: August to June: Bringing Life to School! (see page 36 for details), Salon 3

Thursday, August 4th
9:00am-12:00pm, Registration & Welcome by Portland Mayor Sam Adams
12:00pm-1:00pm, Lunch
1:00pm-2:30pm, Workshops & Presentations
2:30pm-3:00pm, Break
3:00pm-4:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
4:00pm-4:15pm, Break
4:15pm-5:00pm, Keynote: Deborah Meier
5:00pm-6:00pm, Dinner
6:00pm-6:45pm, Opening & Official Welcome
6:45pm-7:15pm, Keynote: Justo Méndez Arámburu
7:15pm-7:30pm, Break
7:30pm-8:30pm, Keynote: Riane Eisler

Friday, August 5th

Saturday, August 6th

7:00am-8:00am, Body, Mind, & Spirit (various
opportunities for wellness)
7:45am-8:45am, Breakfast (on your own!)
9:00am-10:00am, Keynote: Melia Dicker
10:00am-10:30am, Break
10:30am-12:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
12:00pm-1:00pm, Lunch
1:00pm-1:30pm, Break
1:30pm-3:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
3:00pm-3:30pm, Break
3:30pm-5:00pm, Keynote: Khalif Williams
5:00pm-6:00pm, Dinner
6:30-8:00pm, Film: Speaking in Tongues
6:30-8:00pm, Focused Discussion (TBD)
8:00-9:00pm, Break
9:00pm-11:30pm, Entertainment

7:00am-8:00am, Body, Mind, & Spirit
7:45am-8:45am, Breakfast (on your own!)
9:00am-10:00am, Workshops & Presentations
10:00am-10:30am, Break
10:30am-12:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
12:00pm-1:00pm, Lunch
1:00pm-1:30pm, Break
1:30pm-3:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
3:00pm-3:30pm, Break
3:30pm-5:00pm, Workshops & Presentations
5:00pm-6:00pm, Dinner
6:00pm-6:30pm, Break
6:30-7pm, Digital Storytelling: Aaron Nakai
7-8:30pm, Film: Lessons from the Real World
7-8:30pm, Focused Discussion (TBD)
9:00pm-11:30pm, Entertainment

Sunday, August 7th
7:00am-8:00am, Body, Mind, & Spirit
7:45am-8:45am, Breakfast (on your own!)
9:00am-10:00am, Workshops & Presentations
10:15am-12:30pm, Keynote: Linda Stout
6

Thursday
9am-12pm
Registration & Mayor Sam
Adams Special Welcome

12pm-1pm
Lunch

1pm-2:30pm
Workshops & Presentations

Salon 2

See listings below

1pm Workshops

Salon Foyer

Digital Story
Telling
Salon 3
See insert

Tapping the Vision and Power
of Future

City Kids Rule
Clackamas
Page 15

Multnomah
Page 29

Gender as a
Diverse
Spectrum

Gathering of
Youth
Visionaries

Washington
Page 21

Building Community with
Social Media

Timberline
Page 20

Pendleton
Page 22

Start a School
Workshop
Clark
Page 28

Yoga para
niños
Jantzen
Page 32

3pm-4pm
Workshops & Presentations

Salon 2

See listing below

3pm Workshops

2:30pm-3pm
Break

Unschooling
College: A
New Model
Salon 3
Page 30

Story Telling
Workshop
Washington
Page 28
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Indigenous
Peoples Confront Climate
Crisis Multnomah

Pragmatic
Approaches to
Education

Page 22

Clackamas
Page 26

Democracia es
una forma de
vida

Awareness
Through the
Body

Timberline
Page 16

Pendleton
Page 15

Educating as a
Political Act
Clark
Page 18

4pm-4:15pm
Break

4:15pm-5pm
Keynote: Deborah Meier

5pm-6pm
Dinner

Salon 2

Salon 3

Salon 2

Opening Ceremonies

6:30pm-6:45pm
Welcome: Isaac Graves

6:45pm-7:15pm
Keynote: Justo Méndez
Arámburu

6-6:30pm
Meet Fellow Attendees
with Jerry Mintz Salon 3

Salon 3

Salon 3

7:15pm-7:30pm
Break

7:30pm-8:30pm
Keynote: Riane Eisler

Salon 2

Salon 3

Friday
Body, Mind, & Spirit
7am-8am
Yoga, ATB, &
Interfaith Space

7:45am-8:45am
Breakfast

9am-10am
Keynote: Melia Dicker

On your own. See tourism table
in lobby for suggestions. Hotel
restaurant and cafe will be open
accessible from the lobby.

Salon 3

10:30am Workshops

Yoga will be offered each morning in Flanders (all experiences
welcome); Awareness Through the
8:45am-9am
Body will be provided in Jantzen,
Break
and Interfaith space will be ofSalon 2
fered in Glisan. See page 36 for
more information

Rethinking the
Line Between
Us

A Tale of Two
Countries: Japan & the U.S.

Salon 3
Page 26

Multnomah
Page 29

Children in
a MultiFaith
World

Music
Education &
Mentorship

Washington
Page 19

Timberline
Page 26

10am-10:30am
Break
Salon 2

10:30am-12pm
Workshops & Presentations
See listings below

Centros Sor
Isolina Ferré
Clackamas
Page 15

How
Democratic is
Your School?
Clark
Page 21

Leading from
Who We Are
Pendleton
Page 23
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Friday
1pm-1:30pm
Break

1:30pm-3pm
Workshops & Presentations

Salon 2

Salon 2

See listings below

1:30pm Workshops

12pm-1pm
Lunch

Building
Bridges Across
Divides
Salon 3
Page 17

What should
education be?
Multnomah
Page 31

Individiualized
Learning in
Community
Clackamas
Page 22

How Young
People Start
Movements

Empowering Children
through Sports

Washington
Page 25

Games for
Conscious
Living

Timberline
Page 19

Pendleton
Page 20

Assessments
That Matter
Clark
Page 14

3pm-3:30pm
Break

3:30pm-5pm
Keynote: Khalif Williams

5pm-6pm
Dinner

Salon 2

Salon 3

Salon 2

6pm-6:30pm
Break

6:30pm-8pm
Film: Speaking in Tongues

6:30pm-8pm
Focused Discussion: TBD

Salon 2

Salon 3

Salon 2 or Multnomah

8-9pm
Break

9pm-10pm
Concert: Austin Willacy

10-11:30pm
Music: DJ Trumastr

Salon 2

JB’s Lounge

JB’s Lounge
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Saturday
Body, Mind, & Spirit
7am-8am
Yoga, ATB, &
Interfaith Space

9am Workshops

Yoga, Flanders; Awareness
Through the Body, Jantzen; Interfaith, Glisan. See page 36.

7:45am-8:45am
Breakfast

8:45am-9am
Break

On your own. See tourism table
in lobby for suggestions. Hotel
restaurant and cafe will be open
accessible from the lobby.

Salon 2

9am-10am
Workshops & Presentations
See listings below

Alliance strategy to promote
alternative ed

Authentic
Documentation
in ECE

Participatory
Theater for
Educators

Toward a
Declaration of
Edu. Rights

Salon 3
Page 18

Multnomah
Page 31

Clackamas
Page 25

Clark
Page 29

Common
Ground: A
spirited debate

Social Justice
Edu for Peace,
Justi. & Hope!

Washington
Page 16

Transforming Classroom
Practices

Timberline
Page 27

Pendleton
Page 30

10:30am-12pm
12pm-1pm
Workshops & Presentations Lunch

Salon 2

See listings below

Salon 2

Alumni from
the Jeff County Open School

The World
Becomes What
You Teach

Service Learning, Youth
Empowerment

Modelo
Constructivista
Multimodal

Salon 3
Page 31

Multnomah
Page 32

Clackamas
Page 27

Clark
Page 24

Strategic Work
Session: Transforming Edu

Art of
Collaboration

Awakening the
Spirit of African Amer. Boys

Spin Class
with
DJ Trumastr

Pendleton
Page 14

Jantzen
Page 36

10:30am Workshops

10am-10:30am
Break

Washington
Page 28

Timberline
Page 14
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Saturday
1:30pm-3pm
3pm-3:30pm
Workshops & Presentations Break

Salon 2

See listings below

1:30pm Workshops

1pm-1:30pm
Break

Descubriendo
Proyectos la
Educación
Salon 3
Page 17

La Escuela
Freire
Washington
Page 19

Cooperation in
Our Play

Salon 2

From Alt. Ed.
to Higher
Education

The Price of
Praise & What
to do Instead

Clackamas
Page 20

Clark
Page 26

Our dreams,
Our education,
Our futures

Teaching ways
to explore racism in history

Timberline
Page 25

Spin Class
with DJ Trumastr

Pendleton
Page 21

Jantzen
Page 36

Multnomah
Page 23

5pm-6pm
3:30pm-5pm
Workshops & Presentations Dinner
3:30pm Workshops

See listings below

We the
People: QECR

Salon 3
Page 27

Multnomah
See Insert

Washington
Page 24

12

Salon 2

Social Justice
& Children

Let’s Get Real
About Racism

6pm-6:30pm
Break
Salon 2

Learning from
the Start of
Life

Doing ‘the
work’ on your
worries

Clackamas
Page 23

Clark
Page 18

Is Change
Possible

Spin Class
with DJ Trumastr

Pendleton
Page 23

Jantzen
Page 36

Saturday
6:30-7pm
Digital Storytelling: Aaron
Nakai

7pm-8:30pm
Film: Lessons from the
Real World with Q&A

Salon 3

Salon 3

8:30-9pm
Break

9pm-11:30pm
Music: DJ Trumastr

Salon 2

JB’s Lounge

7pm-8pm
Focused Discussion: TBD
Salon 2 or Multnomah

Sunday
Body, Mind, & Spirit
7am-8am
Yoga, ATB, &
Interfaith Space

9am Workshops

Yoga, Flanders; Awareness
Through the Body, Jantzen; Interfaith, Glisan. See page 36.

7:45am-8:45am
Breakfast

8:45am-9am
Break

On your own. See tourism table
in lobby for suggestions. Hotel
restaurant and cafe will be open
accessible from the lobby.

Salon 2

9am-10am
Workshops & Presentations
See listings below

We the
People: QECR

Critical
Consciousness

Salon 3
See insert

Multnomah
Page 16

Using TED
Talks to
Inspire
Clackamas
Page 31

10-10:15am
Break

10:15am-12:15pm
Keynote: Linda Stout

Salon 2

Salon 3

Free to Play at
School
Clark
Page 19

12:15pm
GOODBYE!
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“To educate young people means—
or it should mean—helping them
bring forth their creativity, their
compassion, their curiosity, their
moral and aesthetic sensitivity,
their critical intellectual skills, their
ability to participate in a robust
democracy—in a word, their wholeness.”
Ron Miller

Workshop Descriptions & Presenter Bios
Art of Collaboration
Ofira Roll and Rosemary Burd
A hands-on/off session exploring collaboration/co-labor and ideas about change
through communal art making. Based on our own inquiries in a/r/tographic research,
we invite participants to experience mixed-media painting as a catalyst for engaging
in and igniting conversation. Our process will lead us to an exploration of painting as
a medium for thinking through motion as we call forth our embodied understanding
of education and teaching and being. *No background in art required – just a willingness to make a mess, explore uncertainty, and blur the lines between individual and
communal action.
Ofira Roll earned her Bachelor’s in Creative Education from Kibbutzim College of
Education, and her Master’s in Education from the University of Pittsburgh. Ofi ra is
a PhD student in Curriculum and Pedagogy and teaches at the University of British Columbia, where she focuses on Democratic Education. Rosemary Burd is an
educator/artist based in Vancouver, BC. Rosemary worked as an arts educator, artist
representative, and independent curator in Ontario, Canada, before earning her BEd
at UBC in 2002. Rosemary is in the Master of Arts program at the Centre for Crossfaculty Inquiry at the Faculty of Education at UBC.

Assessments that Matter
Ido Roll
Terms such as “assessments,” “standards,” and “accountability” are being used in
increasing frequency in the educational discourse. It seems that these terms hold
the keys to public opinion and funding. However, many members of the alternative
education community are trying to resist the accountability tsunami. Yet, perhaps
the requirement to evaluate education is sensible. We have our goals - shouldn’t we
find out whether they are achieved? We test and evaluate the food our kids eat, the
entertainment they consume, and the medication they receive. Why do we fall short
of testing their education? The purpose of this workshop is threefold. First, we will
attempt to define the goals for assessments and accountability in the context of our
educational communities. Second, we will examine the concept of testing and its
relevance to our needs. Last, we will try to conceptualize assessments that align well
with our educational goals.
Ido Roll (http://idoroll.org) is a postdoctorate researcher at the Carl Wieman Science-Education Initiative in the University of British Columbia, and a researcher in
the Pittsburgh Science of Learning Center (PSLC). Ido focuses on helping students
become more capable, curious, and innovative learners. Ido is particularly interested
in understanding, promoting, and assessing self-regulation and learning skills in the
context of authentic environments, often using educational technologies. Ido has
published numerous papers in the fields of education and the learning sciences, cognitive science, artificial intelligence, and human-computer interaction. His work has
received several best-paper awards in peer-reviewed conferences.

Awakening the Dynamic Spirit of African American Boys
Abdul-Malik Muhammad
By every indicator and across the board, African American boys struggle to not only
succeed academically but simply survive in this society. The Alternative Education
movement’s underlying principles offer guidance on how to awaken the dynamic
spirit and potential of black boys. This workshop will explore the deficiencies in current models as well as identify critical elements in effective programs for academic,
mental health, and social development specific to black boys. Addressing the needs
and challenges of these boys will answer the calls of both educational justice and
making the Education Revolution more relevant to all.
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As an educator, Abdul-Malik has over 15 years serving at-risk youth as a teacher, department head, Principal, Campus President, and Executive Director. Always working
with the children of oppression in urban areas, he has focused on the development of
African boys to men, working inside of a progressive pedagogy for oppressed youth,
and building progressive organizations. He is actively involved in local and national
educational organizations, championing an emphasis on African and Latino youth.

An Introduction to Awareness Through the Body
Aloka Marti
Awareness Through the Body (ATB) is a comprehensive system of exercises enabling
children to be conscious of their own perceptions and to become more self-aware
and self-directed. It offers creative practices that open the connections between
mind, emotions, and the physical body – and helps to organize these parts into a
more harmonious whole around the inmost center. The workshop is interactive. The
activities are often fun, combining known and unknown approaches to encourage
concentration, focus, relaxation, a sense of accomplishment, and well-being. Emphasis will be on practices that are effective with children K-12. Open to, and effective
for all learning styles and all backgrounds, including people with disabilities. Awarenessthroughthebody.com includes a link to a YouTube video that might be
helpful.
Aloka will be coming to the US every year to give workshops on ATB and to train
new teachers of ATB

Centros Sor Isolina Ferré
Mrs.Enid Muñiz and Rvda. P. Lydia Colón
In this workshop you will learn about the Program C.A.P.A. (Psychological Accelerated Learning Center) which prepares young people from 16 to 21 years who have
interrupted their studies with the aim of preparing them. We offer social, psychological, academic, recreational and arts activities, spiritual, and other direct services.
The participants of the C.A.P.A. select the program as an alternative in their lives.
They may arrive hurt, with courage, disappointed in other education systems of the
country. When they finish their goals, they are a different human being with hope,
faith, dignity, high self-esteem and empathy towards others.
Mrs. Enid Muñiz has a Science Bachelor in Secondary Education from the InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico, and a Master’s in Supervision and Administration at the University of Phoenix in Puerto Rico. She is a science teacher at the Department of Education for thirty-four years and is the Director of C.A.P.A. Program.
Rvda. P. Lydia Colon has a Master’s in Divinity from San Pedro and San Pablo
Seminary of Puerto Rico, a Master’s in Administration and Supervision in Education
from the Catholic University of Puerto Rico, a Bachelor’s in Elementary and Secondary Education. Academic Affairs at C.A.P.A. Program, Public School principal for 23
years.

City Kids Rule: Enhancing Service-Learning and Humane Education
for Urban Youth
Stephanie Clark
Did you know urban students are less likely to be involved in service-learning or hear
humane messaging? Learn about barriers which may impede these programs and
the best practices for working with inner-city youth, review important issues in urban
communities, and partake in a breakout session to promote service and humane
education.

“All schools ought to educate a generation of solutionaries who have
the knowledge, tools, and motivation
to contribution positively to the creation of a more humane and healthy
world through whatever professions
they pursue.”
Zoe Weil

Stephanie Clark, manager of training for The Humane Society of the United States
Student Outreach program, guides students through the Mission: Humane ServiceLearning Program and serves as principal of Humane High School. Clark also manages curriculum and professional development activities for educators and instructs
the Certified Humane Education Specialist courses. Clark worked as a classroom
15

“An environment-based education
movement—at all levels of education—will help students realize that
school isn’t supposed to be a polite
form of incarceration, but a portal
to the wider world.”
Richard Louv

teacher, infusing humane and service concepts into the required curriculum. Clark
holds a Master’s in Educational Development and Strategies, a Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education, and Certified Humane Education Specialist credentials.
She serves on the board of the Association of Professional Humane Educators.

Common Ground: A Spirited Debate
Angela Engel and Panelists
A spirited debate about private, charter, and public schools; the qualities that distinguish and the values that unite. Finding ways that we as educators, parents, and
students can expand learning and promote opportunities that empower, excite, and
equip today’s young people.
Angela Engel, author of Seeds of Tomorrow and a facilitator for the Family Leadership Training Institute, has been involved with education for over 15 years. Her writing, based on experience as a teacher, administrator and parent brings solution-based
thinking to connect with the diverse audience in the education system.

Critical Consciousness/Conscientization
Tom Wilson, Pilar O’Cadiz, Catalina Olvera
While there is much said about Paulo Freire’s work, often insufficient attention is
paid to his conceptualization of conscientization /critical consciousness (CC) as the
ultimate aim of education. By applying his notions of Naming, Reflection, and Action,
the session explores CC in some detail. First, through instrumentation and an interactive process, participants Name their own understandings of CC. Second, through
presentation and small group dialogue, participants Reflect on their own level of CC
and then compare this learning with their initial naming CC. Finally, the question of
Action, “so what does this all mean when I meet my students on Monday morning?”
will be explored.
Pilar O’Cadiz, Research Project Scientist, Diversity and Equity, Department of
Education, University of California. Irvine, Co-author with Wong, P. and Torres, C.
(1999). Education and democracy: Paulo Freire, social movements, and educational
reform in Sao Paulo. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.
Catalina Olvera, Classroom Teacher Basic and English Immersion and Instructional
Coach, Orange (CA) Unified School District. Doctoral student, Department of Educational
Leadership, California State University, Fullerton, CA.
Tom Wilson, Faculty and Director, Paulo Freire Democratic Project, College of
Educational Studies, Chapman University, Orange, CA. Co-author with Park, P. and
Colon-Muniz, A. (2010).Memories of Paulo, Rotterdam: Sense Publishers.

Democracia no es un proyecto, es una forma de vida
Vicente López
Los primeros 20-30 minutos explicaré el sistema Sudbury desde un punto de vista
práctico y desde mi punto de vista de educador, con un enfoque breve hacia las
complicaciones globales del presente y hacia donde nos dirigimos como individuos
y como comunidad nacional y mundial. La democracia no es fácil. La segunda parte
será discutir casos del Comité Judicial como lo haríamos en la escuela.
Me interesé en educación durante mis años de universidad en mi tierra natal de
Puerto Rico. Desde entonces he seguido mi búsqueda de mejorar mi técnica como
educador, lo cual me llevó a estudiar y trabajar bajo el método Montessori y eventualmente a mi trabajo actual en una escuela Sudbury.
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Descubriendo Proyectos que Rediseñan la Educación
Mari Luce Fernández y Maria Payan
Presentación de proyectos educativos en la comunidad global hispana que están
rediseñando la educación.
Presentation of educational projects in the Hispanic global
community that are reshaping education.
John Holt
Mari Luce Fernández y María Payán son co-fundadoras de EducacionAlternativa.
org, un centro de información y recursos de educación centrada-en-el estudiante,
dirigido al público de habla hispana. Mari Luce cuenta con estudios de bachillerato
y maestría en educación y ha laborado como maestra a nivel público (Federal) y
privado. Es una madre de dos niñas y ha puesto en práctica su filosofía en educación
alternativa por más de 10 años.
María es la creadora de la página web y brazo técnico de la organización, así como
investigadora y recopiladora de material destinado al portal. María cuenta con vasta
experiencia administrativa y ha apoyado varias organizaciones con y sin fines de
lucro desde 1982. Ambas comenzaron a colaborar juntas en el año 2005 en Casa
Sudbury, la primera escuela Sudbury en Puerto Rico. La escuela ha evolucionado a
convertirse en el portal EducacionSudbury.org, un centro de información y educación
sobre ésta y similares filosofías educativas. Desde el 2011 ofrecen el curso en línea,
Iniciar una escuela alternativa. En la actualidad Mari Luce reside en Maryland,
EEUU y María en Puerto Rico y se reúnen regularmente via “Skype”.
Mari Luce Fernández and María Payán are co-founders of EducacionAlternativa.org,
a learner-centered information and resource center directed towards Spanishspeaking communities. Mari Luce has a background in elementary education and has been
a teacher at both public and private schools.
María Payán is the webmaster and technical arm of the organization. María’s background is in administration. They started working together in 2005 at Casa Sudbury,
which evolved into Educacion-Sudbury.org, an informational and educational center
based on Sudbury education philosophies. Currently, Mari lives in Severend, Maryland and María lives in Puerto Rico. They meet regularly through “skype.”

Divided We Fall: Tools for Building Bridges Across Divides
Shilpa Jain
Many of us work with diverse communities, organizations and schools, yet haven’t
spent much time examining or healing interpersonal dynamics that are often the
cause of misunderstandings and strife. This workshop offers tools and practices that
can strengthen your learning community – even if that is your own family – and improve its capacity to accomplish its missions/goals. We’ll learn how to set intentions,
make agreements, ensure each person’s voice is heard, and work through differences
with dignity and clarity.
Shilpa Jain spent the last ten years as a learning activist with Shikshantar: The
Peoples’ Institute for Rethinking Education and Development, based in Udaipur,
India. While there, Jain researched, wrote books and articles, facilitated workshops,
and hosted gatherings on topics such as globalization, creative expressions, ecology,
democratic living, innovative learning, and unlearning. Jain is currently working with
Other Worlds Are Possible, a multi-media collaborative focused on grassroots alternatives, and with YES! (based in Santa Cruz, CA) as coordinator of the Global Youth
Leadership Collaborative and of the Leveraging Privilege for Social Change Jam.

“Living is learning and when kids
are living fully and energetically
and happily they are learning a lot,
even if we don’t always know what
it is.”

John Holt
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“Pedagogy must be oriented not to
the yesterday, but to the tomorrow
of the child’s development. Only
then can it call to life in the process
of education those processes of development which now lie in the zone
of proximal development”
Lev Vygotsky

Doing self-inquiry (The Work) on your worries about your child’s education
Naomi Aldort
Do you sometimes lose sleep over your child’s education and future? You want to
trust but you can only see a bleak future of failure or struggle? Or, do you have a
thriving learner or a young artist and your mind is still tormenting you with thoughts
about missed possibilities or slow pace? All worries are thoughts and thoughts are
not reality. Worries about your child’s education include thoughts about failure, timing, comparisons, talent, college, the opinions of others, money... And, these worries
are kept in place by yet another invention of the mind that says, “If I don’t worry,
I won’t do something about it.” We will fi nd out if that is true, using The Work of
Byron Katie, combined with my vast experience with self-directed learning. In this
workshop you will have the opportunity to fi nd who you would be without your
worry. The freedom from worry is the beginning of the real educational story.
Naomi Aldort is the author or “Raising Our Children, Raising Ourselves,” an internationally published advice columnist, parenting guide and public speaker. Parents
from around the globe seek Aldort’s advice by phone. Some of her many interviews,
workshops and classes are available on: www.AuthenticParent.com. She is the
mother of three; a writer and two classical musicians. Aldort’s guidance is not about
better ways to control a child, but about freedom from the need to control; the child
can be the best of herself, not because she fears you or seeks approval, but because
she wants to, of her own free will.

Educating as a Political Act: How do you effectively organize teachers
toward political action?
Haley Sladek
Having looked into the history of unions and different ways of organizing educators–
both historically and currently – it has become apparent that in order for education
transformation to occur, there needs to be a way for “progressive” educators from all
types of schools to come together to collaborate. There also needs to be grassroots
groups in place that help empower and amplify the voices of those educators who
wish to shift the conversation from not just discussing class size but to asking WHY
our system fails most of our children. This workshop will highlight a Colorado-based
project that works in educator advocacy and activism.
Haley Sladek is an educator at the Patchwork School in Louisville, Colorado, where
she works with 5-year-olds and educators. She is also the Director of the Patchworks
Inc. Project: Educator Advocacy and Voice, where she runs the democratic educator
training program and works with Colorado educators in activism.
She graduated from CU-Boulder with her B.A. in Cultural Anthropology and a double
minor in Leadership Studies and Peace & Conflict Studies. She is currently earning
her Master’s in Community Education at Goddard College.

The effectiveness of an alliance strategy to promote alternative education for disadvantaged youth in Puerto Rico
The Puerto Rico Alliance for Alternative Education
The Puerto Rico Alliance for Alternative Education represents five educational
organizations which serve underprivileged youth who have interrupted their studies. These organizations represent various models to help youth surpass difficult life
experiences and prepare for learning and new life opportunities. The Alliance serves
over 2,500 students, has graduated over 1,000 and maintains a 98% retention rate.
The session will explore the main strategies of how these different and diverse organizations work together to attend to and retain students, share resources and decision making, and collaborate for mayor public policy changes on behalf of students.
Lourdes Aponte Brigantty, Presidente, AEA; Adalexis Ríos, ASPIRA; Anayra Tua,
Proyecto NACER; José Luis Díaz Cotto, Centros Sor Isolina Ferré; José Javier Oquendo, PECES; Justo Méndez Arámburu, Nuestra Escuela
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Empowering Children Through Table Tennis and Democracy
Jerry Mintz
In this workshop Jerry Mintz will talk about the creation of the democratic table
tennis club in the Grenville Baker Boys and Girls Club in New York. It is a great
example of using democratic process in a non-school setting and that democratic
process can be used anywhere. In addition, Jerry will be teaching table tennis
throughout the conference as time permits. This year he received the United States
Olympic Committee’s Coach of the Year award for his work teaching table tennis to
low income students. Several of his students have become New York State Junior
Champion and one student became the youngest Men’s Champion of the United
States at the age of 15.
Jerry Mintz has been a leading voice in the alternative school movement for over
30 years, and is the founder of AERO. He was a public school teacher and principal,
and, for 17 years, an independent alternative school principal. He has appeared on
National Public Radio, major TV networks, and in the New York Times, Newsday, and
others. He was Editor-in-Chief for the Handbook of Alternative Education and the
Almanac of Education Choices. He authored No Homework and Recess All Day: How
to Have Freedom and Democracy in Education, and is managing editor of Education
Revolution magazine. He lectures and consults globally.

La Escuela Freire: Academy for Culture, Leadership, and Civic Engagement
Tom Wilson, Pilar O’Cadiz, Catalina Olvera
La Escuela Freire: Academy for Culture, Leadership, and Civic Engagement is a proposed, progressive, small (400) secondary charter school for downtown Santa Ana,
California, the largest, mostly poor, Spanish-speaking population per capita for a city
its size in the United States. Theoretical and practical justification come primarily
from Paulo Freire’s notions of education for critical consciousness (conscientization)
as exemplified by his tenure as Secretary of Education in Sao Paulo Brazil.
The process of how we reconcile his work with that of our own in terms goals, design
principles, critical/ participatory action research pedagogy, integrative/interdisciplinary justice focused curriculum, and democratic demand will be offered.
See page 16 for bios.

Faithful, Spiritual, & Religious Children in a MultiFaith World
Tim Graves
Holistic living and learning includes more than the physical, cognitive, and social
emotional. Human beings are also spiritual beings. Historically, some manifestations
of spirituality have been used as excuses for heinous acts. This discussion will address
ways in which families and educators can honor their traditions and beliefs while being respectful of both the child’s own spirituality & other’s traditions and beliefs.
Tim Graves spent three decades as an early childhood educator before entering
the ministry. He was ordained by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in June
2011 and is currently forming a community of followers of Jesus in Portland known
as Embracing. Both of Tim’s adult children are former free schoolers. Tim blogs at
timgraves.us and Embracing can be found at embracingpdx.org.

Coercion or compulsion never brings
about growth. It is freedom that
accelerates evolution.

Free to Play at School
Paul Rathgeb
There is no limit to the value of play in relation to development and learning. How
do freely playing students differently create engaging experiences and meaningful
learning? Does uninterrupted and unfettered free play provides a bridge to forming
healthier, happier, and more democratic relations at school? Today we roll up our
sleeves exploring the role of free play in our schools and in our culture. While rediscovering the value of play in our own lives, we will work to put free play back at the
center of youths’ lives at school, not just a block of controlled time called “recess.”

Paramahansa Yogananda
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“The most meaningful part of education from where I sit is the power
it gives you to make meaning which
is such a fundamental human need.”

Parker Palmer

Paul Rathgeb is a graduate of Goddard College. In 2010 he wrote a thesis titled:
Free to Play At School And Change The World to support his graduate studies. For
three years, he taught at the Community School of West Seattle with play at the
heart of an emergent curriculum. In 2010, he interned and student taught at the
Village Free School in Portland, OR. Currently Paul is a Life Skills Coordinator and
advocate for foster care youth who are transitioning outside of the system to living
on their own. Some of his writing can be found at: 5lives.org

From Alternative Education to Higher Education
Gavin Tierney and Brody LaRock
This workshop will explore what it means to be an alternative educator in higher
education programs. The presenters, Brody LaRock and Gavin Tierney, will share
the 40 year history of Crest Learning Center and discuss how their experiences as
alternative school teachers have helped shape their pathway through doctoral programs. They will also explore the ways in which they have found alternative education within academia, focusing on nonprofit partnerships, administration, teacher
education, and educational research. The workshop will conclude with a discussion
of future alternative education/higher education collaboration with a focus on social
justice.
Gavin Tierney and Brody LaRock are both former teachers of Crest Learning Center,
an alternative program in Mercer Island, Washington. Prior to teaching at Crest,
Gavin Tierney taught at The Center for Discovery Learning in Lakewood, Colorado.
Currently, Gavin is in the Educational Psychology Ph.D. program at the University of
Washington, focusing on motivation and academic identity. Prior to his seven years of
teaching at Crest Learning Center, Brody LaRock taught at Lakeridge Elementary.
He is now teaching at Islander Middle School and is pursuing his Ed.D. at Seattle
University with a focus on Educational Leadership.

Games for Conscious Living
John O’Neil
We are living in difficult times. Many of us are being invited to look inward for comfort from the cold: the chill of losing belief and confidence in the glitter, toys and facades we clung to for security and warmth, in an existence no one truly understands.
Games for Conscious Living are “Interactive Portraits of Life” created as a painter
builds a picture from what he or she sees. They are the result of plumbing a situation
to its depth, and distilling it to a metaphor, comprised of symbolic pieces, strategy
and signature repetitive moves, designed to use their players like prayer flags use the
wind, for the purpose, like homeopathic healing, of resetting the player’s Humanity’s
well being to ON – from the inside. Games for Conscious Living are designed NOT as
escapism via fantasy or abstract exercises, but entertainment as, insights, inspiration
and empowerment through reconnection with values through play.
Trained in both art and spiritual disciplines, John O’Neill designs games for players
to use as contemplations on life and it’s meaning, in the way artists explore the appearance of things by painting them. To this end he has published Interactive books
and cards, playing cards, rainforest shrines, video games, and board games in both
the UK and US. As part of his workshop, John will be presenting Paradice, his award
winning game about balancing Taking with Giving to become stewards of our earth,
and introducing his new series called Humanity, where players win by overcoming
prejudice, assisting others, and pursuing purpose in life

A Gathering of Youth Visionaries and Believers in the Extraordinary
Kate Morales
Forget stale questions like “where do you see yourself in five years?” often found in
visioning sessions of the corporate variety—friends, there is no time for such nonsense and besides, collectively we have an abundance of resources and enough joy in
our hearts to do all that we want RIGHT NOW. Let us come together only for what
lights our spirits on fire, everything else can only fuel zombiedom and banality.
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Let us pollinate each other’s dreams to construct new cultural frontiers, discover
our growing edges, be pirates of meaning, and draw up treasure maps of those more
intense modes of existence which we desire. We’ll cease to serve as passive cultural
symbols of hope and futurity and remind the world that we are made up of affection
and upcycled materials from old stars and that our minds need not be freed, for they
were never captured in the first place. Dig?
Kate is a fiercely compassionate activist from the American south, y’all. For the past
year, she has been living in India and Bhutan, doing, thinking, writing, dreaming,
feeling, dancing and otherwise exploring passions unbeknownst to her before. As a
recent public higher-ed dropout, she is still grumpy about the lack of cultural support
for “mainstreamers” to find the courage to quit. Her plans for the immediate future
include theorizing heteronormativity, productive power, and chaos into the American
alternative education movement and stirring up some transformation with fellow
ne’er-do-wellin’ youth in Atlanta.

Gender as a Diverse Spectrum: seeing and celebrating the big picture
Kori Doty
Exploring ways to provide gender inclusive learning environments. Exploring gender
as a spectrum, and gaining understanding about identity terms like transgender,
transsexual, and genderqueer. Exploring challenges that gender non-conforming
youth face, including medical decisions, bullying, exclusion, and family acceptance.
Using arts- and game-based activities, breaking down understandings about gender
diversity and brainstorming ways our schools and communities can become safer and
more inclusive places for folks of all genders.
H. Kori Doty has extensive experience taking things that they are passionate about,
and creating spaces in which to share in discussions and play guided explorations
through them. Some topics that have piqued their interest have included gender,
sexuality, sexual health, chronic illness, harm reduction and youth empowerment.
They are a disabled, queer, transgender educator working with YouthCO, a youth
driven HIV + HepC community outreach, education and support organization in
Vancouver, BC, Canada.

The Hidden Story of Japanese Latin American Internment – Teaching
diverse Middle School students empowering ways to explore racism in
history
Moé Yonamine
This workshop will introduce the hidden story of the U.S. government’s orchestrating
and financing of the internment, removal, and deportation of Japanese descendents
from Latin America during WWII. Participants will engage in interactive activities
to uncover history from different perspectives. Teaching strategies presented will
also deal with recent legislation seeking justice for survivors. Curriculum materials
provided.
Moé Yonamine works with students in East Portland and has written on the Japanese Latin American Internment for Rethinking Schools magazine.

How Democratic is Your School?
Kirsten Olson & Scott Nine
How democratic is your school? How much do students participate in the running
of your school or classroom, and the management of their own learning? What are
some of the benefi ts to school performance, student engagement, and higher-level
learning of democratic instructional environments and school cultures? Beginning
with a self-assessment of your own school or classroom, this interactive workshop
looks at some principles of democratic school organization, describes how some
schools are enacting democratic governance and instructional strategies real time,
and what the benefi ts for you might be. You will come away with a self-designed
plan for making your classroom or school more choiceful, more engaging, and more

“All children have preparedness,
potential, curiosity and interest
in constructing their learning, in
engaging in social interaction and
in negotiating with everything the
environment brings to them.”
Lella Gandini
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“Learning is a place where paradise
can be created.”

organized to put student interests at the center of your instructional planning and
educational culture.
Kirsten Olson is President of the Board of IDEA, a national not-for-profit that forwards democratic practices in education. She is also Chief Listening Officer at Old
Sow Consulting, in Brookline, MA and author of Wounded By School (TCP 2009).
Kirsten has a doctorate from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

bell hooks

Scott Nine is the Executive Director of IDEA. A dynamic public speaker and organizer, he enjoys teaching and learning about leadership, social justice, community,
educational reform, environmental sanity, personal growth, entrepreneurship, and
how we get along with one another. Scott has a Masters Degree in Social Work from
Arizona State University.

How to Build an Online Community Through Social Media
Melia Dicker
This practical, interactive workshop is for people who have a basic understanding of
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and blogs and want to use them to build a strong online
community in authentic ways. Together, we’ll look at several online communities and
discuss what makes them successful or not. We’ll talk about the kind of online presence that develops a community, and ways to continue engaging that community once
it’s strong. Bring your laptop, if you have one.
See page 4 for Melia Dicker’s bio.

Indigenous Peoples Confront the Climate Crisis
Tim Swinehart
The world’s indigenous people are the least responsible for climate change yet are
suffering the most from its consequences. How should they respond to this injustice? This workshop will introduce participants to a classroom-tested role play that
focuses on how indigenous peoples around the world are being affected by and responding to the climate crisis - recently updated after the World People’s Conference
on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth, in Bolivia in April 2010.
Tim Swinehart teaches Social Studies at Lincoln High School in Portland. He is active with the Portland area “Earth in Crisis” curriculum group and recently co-wrote
the article “Don’t Take Our Voices Away,” for Rethinking Schools magazine.

Individualized Learning in a Community Setting
Lori Walker
Being on an individualized learning path doesn’t mean you are alone. For decades,
educators and researchers have touted the virtues of “individualized instruction”.
Historically, the closest model for individualized instruction has been homeschooling,
or one-on-one tutoring/mentoring. At Village Home, a learning community established in 2003, we have developed a model that allows for individualized instruction
within a learning community. Learners, starting at the age of 3, can select their
classes from a menu of choices, much like community college. Discover the best of
both worlds; individualized learning and community.
Lori Walker is the founder of Village Home and serves as Executive Director. Prior
to becoming a homeschooling mom, Lori was the Director of Training and Curriculum
at Learning Forum, a cutting-edge educational consulting company. She also brings
to the table over 10 years in non-profit management, and has experience teaching
adults and children in a variety of subjects. She earned BA degrees with honors from
SMU in Business Management and Psychology, with an emphasis in child development.

22

Is change possible?
Sean Agriss, Mary Crowell, Paul Mencke, & Francene Watson
Pre-service teachers and alternative education; this panel of college instructors will
discuss the impact of alternative educational philosophies in their pre-service teaching courses. We aim to explore the complexities surrounding the implementation of
non-traditional approaches to education within traditional college of education programs. Student experiences range from viewing an alternative approach to education
as confusing and too progressive, while others find these ideas to be liberating. We
will highlight different examples from the college classroom, and look to dialogue
with the audience about methods for strengthening student understanding and willingness to implement alternative styles of education into public schools.
Paul Mencke has spent time in the Spokane and Tacoma area schools as a teacher
and mentor. His research focuses on Critical Pedagogy; more specifically, marginalized students’ response to this teaching philosophy. Paul’s latest work explores the
process of moving educational theory into practice while working with high school
students in various educational settings. Paul is currently a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Teaching and Learning at Washington State University.
He has undergraduate degrees in History and Elementary Education, a Master’s in
Business, a PhD in Cultural Studies and Social Thought in Education, and certified to
teach K-12.

It’s All in the Game: Cooperation in Our Play
Shilpa Jain
Games! A fabulous way to bring people together and build understanding and community. Our games reflect the world we want to see: If we compete against each
other, we find a handful of winners and a multitude of losers, frustration, egoism and
disappointment. If we cooperate, we all get to make a contribution, co-create something whole that’s bigger than its parts, and support feelings of friendship, love and
acceptance. Let’s play some cooperative games, and learn how to transform competitive games into cooperative ones.
See page 17 for Shilpa Jain’s bio.

Leading from who we are – Building a more just and sustainable society. Transformative school leadership and transformative education.
Peter Berg
We will explore the connection between authentic-transformative leadership and
transformative education. Workshop will focus on small break-out groups and discussions designed to explore transformative leadership techniques such as how to create
an environment of empowerment and shared leadership and how they can be used to
transform education at the school, local, and national level. We will also explore how
being authentic and leading from who we are creates an environment for transformation and growth, that ultimately leads to a more just and sustainable society.
Peter Berg is a holistic living and educational advocate. With 20 years in education,
Peter is currently Assistant Head of School at an arts integration charter school in
New Hampshire. His current Doctoral research explores the ties between authentic,
holistic leadership and how this impacts educating for a more just and sustainable
world. His Master’s work in environmental education focused on issues sustainability
and social justice with an emphasis on often marginalized populations. Peter is also a
community organizer in New England with the Institute for Democratic Education in
America (IDEA).

“A passion for learning isn’t
something you have to inspire; it’s
something you have to keep from
extinguishing.”

Deborah Meier

Learning from the Start of Life
Rita Aparicio
Alternative education must encompass how we educate ourselves for starting a life
and the hope of life; we transform education by transforming the start of life. All of
us should know the history of our own birth and upbringing; our parents are the first
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“I’m passionate about alt ed
because I believe that the future
of our world depends on having ppl
who are caring because they were
cared for, thoughtful because they
had the opportunity to be thoughtful, flexible because they grew up
in a flexible environment, persistent because their persistence was
appreciated, & lifelong learners
because learning was so exciting for
them from the get-go!”
Helen Hughes

educators because there is no other alternative. For revolution to happen, we must
know our primordial evolution. Prenatal and puerperal education is the beginning
our learning, from the liquid environment in which we develop in the uterus to our
present earthly life. Vulnerable societies lack all these forms of learning, but still are
deserving of a healthy society from the start of life – these are socially just and basic
human rights. The intent of my dialogue is to connect education and social justice by
recognizing these rights as fundamental and inalienable to all human beings who live
on this planet earth.
Rita Aparicio is a Woman, Daughter, Mother and Midwife witness to the beginning
of many lives and growings. She is a firm believer in a good of education from all
sources and an active practitioner of the alternative to prenatal education.

Let’s Get Real about Racism: Cultural Competency for Educators
John Lenssen
In this revolutionary workshop, we offer the kind of conversations seldom approached in most diversity experiences. Through guided questions we examine some
of the fears and stereotypes that prevent us from having truly open, authentic conversations with each other. We explore what people of color can’t say and whites are
afraid to ask and the reasons why. We discover new ways to begin that conversation,
creating a bridge to talk about our differences, exploring what opens us up and what
closes us down, and finally, looking at 101 ways to become culturally competent in
our relationships and workplaces.
John is a facilitator, trainer, and consultant working primarily with school districts
and public organizations on issues of cultural competency, diversity, conflict, civil
rights, intercultural communication, leadership and change. He is also an adjunct
faculty member at the University of Oregon, Lewis and Clark College, and Pacific
University teaching graduate courses on diversity and cultural competency. He has
worked closely with StirFry Seminars for several years facilitating workshops and
developing training materials. He recently left the Oregon Department of Education,
after serving 15 years as Leader of the Access and Equity Team, to devote his time to
teaching and facilitation.

Modelo Constructivista Multimodal: An Alternative Education Strategy
Melissa E. Mattei Vélez
This presentation is a summary of Sister Isolina Ferre Center’s model of alternative
education for high school drop outs. We have developed a model curriculum based on
scientific investigation, research within the participant’s communities and day-to-day
experiences gained through the course of the program. In addition, we have designed
an effective intervention mechanism as well as strategies to optimize the productivity
of participants. All the while keeping in mind the personal needs and ever-changing
situations of each individual. We are able to achieve the holistic constructivist model
by effectively bonding with participants, raising self-esteem and improving their selfimage. This is achieved in conjunction with the creation of a learning environment
where everyone is learning. Our approach is through a teaching style that focuses on
the student. We take into consideration each individual’s style of learning and multiple intelligence. We educate through experience allowing each participant to learn
from his or her mistakes. This also facilitates the long-term memory and provides a
significant lesson.
Since Melissa E. Mattei was girl, she identified with the young people she worked
with in school workshops on formation and leadership. She received her Master’s degree in Social Work from the University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras. Working in the
projects, she began to identify with young people and see education as a way to help
youth develop social skills and choose their life’s path. She began to work in Sister
Isolina Ferre Center (CSIF) in 1999. At CSIF, she has been able to use her skills and
life experiences to help the at risk youth in Puerto Rico.
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Our dreams, Our education, Our futures
Linda Stout & Manauvaskar Kublall
Visioning can help us create a plan to change your schools. It is a trip into the future,
into possibilities that we never would have imagined without it. This workshop brings
together young conference participants to develop a vision of what your education
could be; show your concepts in poetry, art products and architectural models; and
create a media/theater presentation to the AERO conference of your experiences
and vision for the future.
See page 5 for Linda Stout’s bio.

Participatory Theater for Educators
Levana Saxon
Participatory Theater can be a powerful educational tool for creating a learner-centered space where students name and reflect on the social inequities in their world,
explore opportunities for creating change, and then take action towards creating that
change. During this highly experiential workshop, participants will engage in, and
learn to teach multiple theatre exercises, including image theater and other techniques from Augusto Boal’s Theater of the Oppressed. We will then practice creating
theater exercises for teaching whatever it is that you normally teach in or outside of
the classroom.
Levana Saxon is an educator with Practicing Freedom, using participatory action
research, and popular education to generate collaborative community-led change.
She taught Ecopedagogy at the University of Sao Paulo and helped organize a World
Education Forum while working with the Paulo Freire Institute. Later, she taught
theater and giant puppetry in Oakland Public Schools and Theatre of the Oppressed
workshops. She currently supports a youth-led participatory action research project
with the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights and facilitates anti-racism dialogues
with white women with the White Noise Collective. Her Master’s is in Education
with a concentration in Participatory Theater.

The Patchwork Story: How Young People Start Movements
Elizabeth Baker and Michele Beach
The Patchwork School, a nonprofit, democratic school in Colorado, was started 4
years ago by two young women. Come find out how this little school in a basement
grew to include two buildings, housing both Preschool and Elementary students, over
60 children enrolled, a Teacher Training Program and a rabbit--with plans to start a
Toddler Age Group, Parent Support Group, Homeschooling Program, After-School
Program, Summer Camps and Community Teach-Ins by August 2011. Through the
interest and support of young revolutionaries, The Patchwork School has grown into
a full-fledged community serving parents, students, and teachers as well as becoming
a national advocate for children’s rights.
Elizabeth Baker is the co-founder and Director of Development at The Patchwork
School—a school based on freedom, responsibility, and compassion—in Louisville,
Colorado. Elizabeth has spoken to audiences nationally and abroad in the United
Arab Emirates, Israel, Turkey, and Puerto Rico. She also provides education consulting.
Michele Beach is the co-founder and Director of Operations for The Patchwork
School. She has a Master’s in Educational Psychology, and is researching various
approaches to Democratic Parenting. Michele has created workshops on Conflict
Resolution, written an article for Education Revolution, and works with parents oneon-one throughout each school year.

“To be well educated is to have the
desire and the means to make sure
learning never ends.”

Alfie Kohn
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“Community is about relationships
built on infinite reciprocity.”

Adam Fletcher

Pragmatic Approaches to Post-Modern Education: The Explorations
Experience
Abram Dickerson
Explorations Academy is an experientially based non-profit independent high school.
Since 1995, our mission has been to develop learning programs that encourage
self-awareness and critical thinking, nurture healthy relationships and community,
and foster personal and academic excellence. Our school has less than 30 students
and limited financial resources, but our practice includes: annual international
expeditions, service projects, an eight-to-one student teacher ratio, teacher designed
curriculum, frequent wilderness expeditions, and more. This workshop highlights successes from our learning community and provides a forum to discuss how to achieve
educational ideals through hard work, collaboration, and a willingness to transgress
educational norms.
Abram Dickerson is always changing his mind, or never content and continually
re-inventing himself. He recently completed a M Ed. from the University of British Columbia, focusing on the visual arts and meaningful student engagement. His
undergraduate studies were in Economics. Between stints in the academy he worked
with at-risk youth leading wilderness expeditions and serving homeless and foster
youth. He is currently a Core Faculty member at Exploration Academy. As a husband
and the father of two beautiful girls, he divides his “spare time” between passions for
climbing, painting, and experiments in local self-reliance.

The Price of Praise and What to do Instead
Naomi Aldort
Why pass to our children the harm that was done to us? If we want to raise children
who will be free of seeking approval and powerfully self-reliant, we must let go of
conditioning them to depend on external praise and evaluation. In this session we
will debunk the value of praise and fi nd other tools for giving feedback, emotional
support and unconditional appreciation. We will reveal the ways praise destroys
self-esteem, authentic motivation, self-trust and parent-child or teacher-child
relationship. We will then explore empowering ways to encourage a child without
undermining her self-direction, including ways to give feedback and to create a sense
of appreciation without manipulation. You will take home the ability to protect the
child’s autonomy and self-generated passions so she can learn and create in joy, of
her own free will.
See page 18 for Naomi Aldort’s bio.

Rethinking the Line Between Us
Bill Bigelow
The U.S. war with Mexico (1846-48) rarely makes an appearance in the traditional
history curriculum. And yet this war resulted in Mexico losing almost half its territory and the U.S. gaining huge amounts of land, including California. It also was the
birth of this country’s first anti-war movement. This participatory workshop will focus
on how to introduce students to a multicultural perspective on the war and how to
enlist students in thinking more critically about their textbooks. These activities are
transferable to other content areas. For K-12 and parents.
Bill Bigelow taught high school social studies for 30 years and is the curriculum
editor of Rethinking Schools magazine. He is author of numerous books, including
The Line Between Us: Teaching About the Border and Mexican Immigration and A
People’s History for the Classroom.

Seeing the Whole Student: Music Education and Mentorship
Austin Willacy
Highlighting the perspective through an arts non-profit I’ve been working with for
the past 14 years, ‘Til Dawn, a teen a cappella singing group of 16 singers from
multiple high schools. The extra-curricular nature of what we do has allowed me to
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meet the students where they are and support them in their growth and development
as singers, songwriters, as more group-oriented than self-oriented people, and more
engaged members of society. I’ve learned about harmony, both literally and figuratively, by making a space for teens to be whole people.
Austin Willacy is a critically acclaimed singer/songwriter who has toured throughout
the U.S and Europe as a solo artist and is a veteran member of The House Jacks,
a multi-award winning a cappella rock band. Austin is the director of ‘Til Dawn, an
award-winning teen a cappella group, and has facilitated over 30 youth retreats.
He has co-facilitated four YES!’s Leveraging Privilege for Social Change Jams and
served on the board of Rainforest Action Network and the Freight & Salvage. He
was just awarded an Avanti Award 3-year grant to help continue his work in teen a
cappella.

Service-Learning, Youth Empowerment and Sustainable Community
Development
Kyle Meador
The New Orleans Liberation Academy is a unique, grassroots, community-based democratic independent school based in New Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward. The Lower 9th
Ward community, the city of New Orleans and the entire Gulf Coast is our classroom.
The challenges our communities face and our collective vision for a sustainable
future is our curriculum. Explore strategies for addressing compounding community
challenges by empowering youth in an non-coercive learning environment to engage
in reflective practice with others and actualize effective community transformation.
Kyle Meador is the co-founder of New Orleans Liberation Academy (NOLA) in New
Orleans’ Lower 9th Ward. Kyle has experience in school development, project-based
curriculum design and coaching for educational equity from Coalition of Essential
Schools (CES). Kyle has also served as coordinator of university service-learning
programs for Sacramento State University’s Ethnic Studies Department, College
Access and Success Coordinator with Linking Education and Economic Development
(LEED), and as a high school teacher and community organizer in Sacramento, CA.
Kyle has a MA in Ethnic Studies and Bi-Lingual/Multicultural Education from California State University, Sacramento.

Social Justice and Children
Geoffrey “Ba” Luvmour
Children who experience themselves as socially valuable throughout their childhood
feel trust and have the greatest likelihood of facilitating the transition to a socially
just world. Come learn how Natural Learning Relationships (NLR) provides us with
the blueprint that we can use in relationship to our children to create a just society.
Geoffrey “Ba” Luvmour, MA - Personal Consultant; Summa Academy Director; and
Adjunct Faculty at Portland State University. With a keen sense of social justice,
Ba has dedicated his life to discovering how to restore and deepen optimal wellbeing in society and the world. Ba has worked with thousands of families, teachers,
and schools on all facets of relationship with children using the system of Natural
Learning Relationships whole-child development for over 27 years. Over time, he has
published five books on relationships with children and also numerous articles.
Luvmour Consulting, LLC: www.luvmourconsulting.net and Summa Academy: www.
summainstitute.org

“Play is the highest expression of
human development in childhood
for it alone is the free expression of
what is in a child’s soul.”

Social Justice Education for Peace, Justice and Hope

Friedrich Froebel

Rhiannon Maton
This session will have two parts. In the first part, Rhiannon will reveal her preliminary research findings on exciting curriculum innovation initiatives currently happening in public alternative schools in Toronto, Ontario. The focus will be on progressive alternative program structures, effective means of developing curriculum,
and specific examples of exciting possibilities for new curriculum initiatives. In the
27

“People don’t care how much you
know until they know how much you
care”

second part of the session, participants will have the opportunity to engage in critical
self-reflection activities, discuss the role of social justice in school programming and
classrooms, and learn new skills for social justice education from the expertise of all
present. This session is geared toward teachers, administrators, and parents.

John C. Maxwell

Rhiannon Maton is a public school teacher and graduate student in Toronto, Canada.
She has worked as a teacher in inner-city Toronto schools for four years. She has
experience working in alternative settings as well as main stream high schools in
both Canada and the U.S. In her graduate work she is studying the role of teachers
in education policy change through curriculum innovation.

Start a School Workshop
Jerry Mintz
This year’s Start a School workshop will be for anyone who is interested in starting a new educational alternative. These would be learner centered in approach and
could include democratic process. Attendees will give examples of the projects that
they want to start and we will start to go through the step-by-step process which
they could pursue. In the last five years AERO has helped start more that 50 educational alternatives around the world, including Brooklyn Free School and Manhattan
Free School. We will also access some of the resources from AERO’s online school
starters class. We should make it clear that by “school” we also mean homeschool
resource centers.

Story Telling Workshop
Jerry Mintz
For the first time at an AERO conference Jerry Mintz will do an entire workshop
with true stories that will eventually appear in a new book. This session will include
stories about people he has met such as John Holt, Arthur Morgan (founder of
Antioch’s program), Dr. Royce Stanley (Tim) Pitkin, founder of Goddard College, and
many others. Also included will be stories about the first trip to Russia which opened
up communication between Eastern and Western Educational Alternatives, visits to
Butterflies in India (a program for homeless, working children), unique schools such
as Greenbriar (a school that became a community), and a few eerie ones thrown in,
such as the visit to the mysterious Crossett Light in Crossett, Arkansas.
See page 19 for Jerry Mintz’s bio.

A Strategic Work Session: Transforming Education & Our World
Angela Engel & Anthony Dallmann-Jones
This session is designed to help students, teachers, and administrators understand
the history and significance of both recent and past education reforms and trends and
what it means for their schools and classrooms - including national policies such as:
ESEA, Goals 2000, NCLB, and Race to the Top, and the National Standards Initiative. This interactive workshop addresses the core problems facing American education today, identifies the power players, and provides solutions to positively affecting
educational progress. Participants can expect to learn strategies for building alliances, increasing membership, strengthening messaging, utilizing the media, engaging communities, and developing effective action plans.
See page 16 for Angela Engel’s bio.
Anthony Dallman-Jones is in his second tenured position in graduate education at
Marian University. He helped design and field-test the first accredited master’s
degree in alternative education – The DIAL Program (“Differentiated Instruction
for Alternative Learning”) Tony has written several books in education, including The
Handbook of Effective Teaching & Assessment Strategies.
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Tapping the Vision and Power of Future
Linda Stout & Manauvaskar Kublall
In this workshop on Collective Visioning, we help participants learn how bring youth
together to vision for their dreams of the future in a way that everyone’s vision is
included and discussed. After gradually moving to a place of feeling heard and seen,
young people are able to look for universal themes and agreements from a place of
empowerment. This visioning process is important when working with young people,
because it establishes equality, respect, leadership, and listening skills, and our
central philosophy of “power among, not power over.” When we begin to talk openly
about changing our schools or education culture by designing the educations system
of our dreams, it not only becomes a reality in the minds of young people, it eventually becomes a reality in our education system. Children are our greatest leaders and
this workshop will help you tap into that possibility and power Through the Visioning
and Organizing work Spirit in Action has done over the last five years with Kids Rethink New Orleans Schools, a group of middle school students have become powerful leaders, spokespersons, lobbyists and organizers, traveling across the country to
speak at an array of social justice events and conferences, including the U.S. Social
Forum and Farm-to-School Convocations. To date, numerous tangible changes in New
Orleans public schools have been credited to Rethink organizing and advocacy.
See page 5 for Linda Stout’s bio.

A Tale of Two Countries: Japan and U.S and their Alternative Schools/
Programs
Pat Montgomery and Sandy Hurst
Since 1983, there have been close ties between free schools and home schoolers
in Japan and the U.S. This workshop allows participants to hear the actual history
from two who lived it. The how-to, why, and where fors of securing permission to
issue U.S. Government I-20 forms for schools that wish to host foreign students from
anywhere in the world will also be demonstrated and thoroughly explained.
Pat Montgomery founded Clonlara School in Ann Arbor (1967). Her involvement
with Japanese schools and home schools began with a call from John Holt in February 1983 from his office with a visitor sent by a Hokkaido newspaper to research
free schools in the U.S. Sandy Hurst helped found Upattinas School in Glenmore,
PA. She nurtured longtime friendships with staff, students, and parents in Japanese
schools and home schools. Hers was the first U.S. alternative school to secure approval from the U.S. State Department to issue I-20 visas to foreign students from
Japan and many other countries.

Toward a Declaration of Education Rights
Jim Strickland, Peter Bergson, and Kirsten Olson
In the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a Declaration of Education Rights would serve as a common ethical standard, or moral compass, by which
we can guide our educational practice, develop programs and policies, and evaluate
our efforts. In this workshop, participants will review proposed articles for such a
declaration and discuss possible revisions and/or additions. The ultimate goal will
be to produce a collaborative document that can be submitted to other groups for
consideration, input, and eventual adoption.
Jim Strickland is a public educator in Marysville, WA who promotes democratic and
student-driven learning. Jim is also the Western Region Coordinator for the National
League of Democratic Schools.

“We need simply to be encouraged,
to be given heart to be allowed to
grow into our own large hearts.
we do not need to be governed by
external schedules—by the ticking
of the ubiquitous classroom clock—
nor told what and when we need to
learn, nor what we need to express,
but instead we need to be given
time, not as a constraint, but as a
gift in a supportive place where we
can explore what we want and who
we are, with the assistance of others
who care about us also.”
Derek Jensen

Peter Bergson co-founded Open Connections, a non-profi t center for Open Education in suburban Philadelphia, PA that serves a community of 160 homeschoolers/
unschoolers ages 4 through high school.
See page 22 for Kirsten Olson’s bio.
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“We know only too well that what
we are doing is nothing more than
a drop in the ocean. But if the drop
were not there, the ocean would be
missing something.”

Mother Teresa

Transforming Classroom Practices and Parent Engagement with Participatory Action Research
Mark Franzak, Tammy Gibson, Mauren Navarro, Romina Pacheco, Ashley Ryan, and
Myriam Torres
The purpose of this workshop is to demonstrate various viable venues for creating
socially responsive curricula, dialogical and inquiry-based pedagogical practices,
authentic assessment, and engagement of parents by using radical participatory
democracy and collective community- based research and action. These two distinctive characteristics make Participatory Action Research (PAR) a very unique way of
doing research in education through interplaying research, teaching and communitarian work as well as systematically connecting educational theory and practice in and
outside the classroom. Workshop attendees will work on designing a path for incorporating PAR principles in their day-to-day educational practice.
Mark Franzak is a doctoral student in critical pedagogy and education, literacy and
technology at New Mexico State University. Tammy Gibson is a doctoral student
of early childhood and critical pedagogy at New Mexico State University. Mauren
Navarro is a doctoral student in Curriculum and Instruction at New Mexico State
University. Romina Pacheco is a doctoral student of Critical Pedagogies (minor in
Women Studies) at New Mexico State University. Ashley Ryan is a doctoral student
in critical pedagogy, (focus on alternative research practices). Myriam N. Torres is an
associate professor of language literacy and culture at New Mexico State University.

Unschooling College: A New Model for Higher Education
Dale J. Stephens
Colleges and universities serve their purpose, but they are not meeting the needs of
independent learners. UnCollege provides a framework for self-directed experiential
learning in higher education. Ultimately, experience outweighs education: real-world
accomplishments prove more than homework assignments. UnCollege bridges the
gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application. Self-learning empowers individuals to change the world. UnCollge is accessible to all, giving those without the ability to pay for college a means to experience higher education.
Dale Stephens is a 19-year-old entrepreneur from Winters, California matriculated
at Hendrix College. He started his first businesses at age 11--a photography venture.
As an unschooler, Dale lived in France for five months and learned French fluently.
Dale currently does business development for Zinch, the college admission social network which connects more than 2 million students with 800+ colleges and graduate
schools.

Using TED talks to inspire a world of empowered children
Goran Kimovski
Have you truthfully listened to the personal narratives of the kids you meet everyday? Have you ever looked at a child and honestly said, “I trust you”? If you answered positively, you will agree with me when I say that a world in which the kids
are empowered is one in which they are treated as partners by the adults in their
lives. I hope you will also agree that we need to hear more often the stories of our
kids and give them platforms to share their ideas with the world. This is why I got
attracted to the idea of using TED, particularly the TEDxKids and TEDxYouth programs, as just such a platform. With TEDxKids@BC, I started building a platform for
shining light onto the personal stories of some amazing kids that can bring inspiration to many young people to reach for their dreams. I hope this will inspire others
to build similar platforms where such things as passion, curiosity, and creativity are
celebrated over age. If enough of these platforms come into fruition, I believe we can
inspire a world where adults and children can trust each other!
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Goran Kimovski is a passionate learner from Vancouver, BC and the organizer of the
first-ever TEDx event focusing on kids in British Columbia - TEDxKids@BC. Growing
up in a countryside in Macedonia, Goran had lots of opportunities to play and learn,
outside where anyone could be a teacher and anything could be a subject. Today,
after regaining the child in his heart that was lost during a dark period of “serious
adulthood,” he re-learns the world through the eyes of his two daughters and sometimes blogs about his observations and (often) frustrations from a society packed
with rules instead of trust.

What Open School Alumni Learned From a Real Education
Kelsey Parks, Abby Ruskey, Linda Hetzler, Derek Hoshiko
This workshop will discuss one of the longest lasting alternative public schools. Various alumni will share their experiences followed by an open discussion about why
Jefferson County Open School has been so successful for such a long time and how
these ideas can be brought to other educational settings. Conversing about what the
alumni and participants think an ideal school would look like, we will share how the
Open School has incorporated such issues into the practical world. There are alumni
who were a part of the process of creating the Open School and graduates ranging
from the class of 1977 - 2009. All currently reside in the Pacific Northwest.
Abby Ruskey has been pursuing a career as a change agent through environmental
and sustainability education. Linda Hetzler worked for the forest service and now
operates several businesses. Derek Hoshiko is a leader in shaping the New Economy
through cooperation and social enterprise. Kelsey Parks is a student at The Evergreen State College studying democratic education and teaching.

What Should Education Be in the Second Decade of the 21st Century
in the US and Canada?
David Marshak
This workshop will be a visioning, brainstorming, blue-skying yet highly focused and
pragmatic work/play-shop. Together we’ll employ multiple strategies to explore
several key questions: Who are the children and teens coming of age in this decade?
What do we know about them as a generation? What roles ought these children and
teens play in designing and implementing their own educations? What roles should
adults play? How can we engage millions of children and teens in the US and Canada
in taking charge of their own education in significant ways, particularly so they can
act creatively in response to the planetary challenges we now face?
David Marshak is the founder of Explorations Academy Online and the author of The
Common Vision: Parenting and Educating for Wholeness. He has learned with and
taught people of all ages for many years.

Wind Chimes and Lockets: Authentic Documentation in the Early
Childhood Classroom
Stephen Karmol and Laura Czarniecki
This workshop explores approaches to creating meaningful documentation in early
childhood education settings. We will examine and discuss real-life examples as we
grapple with both “why” and “how” to do authentic documentation of children’s
learning based on Reggio-based best practices. Participants will leave not only inspired and with a deeper understanding of authentic documentation, but also with a
plan for how to approach documenting an ongoing (or upcoming) project in their own
classrooms.

“Free children are not easily influenced; the absence of fear accounts
for this phenonmenon. Indeed, the
absence of fear is the finest thing
that can happen to a child.”

A.S. Neill

Stephen and Laura have been good friends since meeting in the Masters in Teaching program at The Evergreen State College in 2007. Stephen teaches at Wild Lilac
while Laura teaches at Tulip Tree, both progressive, Reggio-inspired programs in
southeast Portland. You can catch up with them at Portland Early Learning Collaborative and Portland Area Rethinking Schools meetings and events, too!
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The World Becomes What You Teach: Educating a Generation of Solutionaries
Marsha Rakestraw
Imagine if the basics in education served a bigger purpose: to provide all students
with the knowledge, tools, and motivation to be “solutionaries” for a healthy, sustainable, just, and humane world for all. In this inspiring and practical workshop,
you’ll learn to use innovative activities and approaches to bring the most pressing
challenges of our time into educational settings in ways that stimulate critical and
creative thinking while nurturing reverence, respect, and a sense of responsibility for
the earth and all its inhabitants.

“Unless someone like you cares a
whole awful lot,
Nothing is going to get better. It’s
not.”

Dr. Seuss, The Lorax

Marsha Rakestraw is a certified humane educator and Director of Online Communications and Education Resources for the Institute for Humane Education. Her background includes extensive experience teaching at the Pre-K-graduate school levels
and more than 14 years working as a youth specialist in school and public libraries.

Yoga for Children: an educational alternative
Yoga para niños y niñas una alternativa educativa
Francisca Ortiz Santiago
Es un taller participativo. Los participantes podrán pasar por la experiencia de lo
que es Yoga para niños. Una parte será explicativa donde obtendremos lo que la
ciencia milenaria del Yoga hace tanto para el adulto como para el niño y la otra
parte tendrá la práctica.
In this participatory workshop, participants will go through the experience of what
is yoga for children. The first part will be explaining the ancient science of Yoga for
both the adult and children; the second part will be the practice.
Profesora de Yoga certificada por la IYTA, 3HO’s International Kundalini Teacher’s
Association, miembro de Yoga Aliance. Autora del vídeo y el libro “Magia en el
Bosque: Yoga para niños y niñas. “ Profesora de Yoga para niños de educación
especial. Ofrece entrenamiento dirigido a adultos de cómo enseñar Yoga a niños con
la Asociación Internacional de Profesores de Yoga, Capítulo de Puerto Rico. Es guía
Montessori y dirije la Casa Montessori del Centro, en Aibonito, Puerto Rico.
Francisca Ortiz is a certified Yoga teacher by the IYTA, 3HO International Kundalini’s Teacher’s Association, a member of Yoga Aliance. Author of the video and the
book Magia en el bosque: Yoga para niños y niñas. She is a Yoga teacher for special
education children. She offers training for adults on how to teach yoga to children
under the International Association of Yoga Teachers, Chapter of Puerto Rico.
She guides and directs the Casa Montessori del Centro in Aibonito, Puerto Rico.

IDEC2012Puerto Rico
20th International Democratic Education Conference

March 24-28, Puerto Rico
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“There is no power greater than a
community discovering what it cares
about”

Documentaries
August to June: Bringing Life to School!
A film by Amy & Tom Valens
Wednesday, August 3rd, 6:30pm in Salon 3
August To June is an 88 minute documentary that celebrates values we are on the
brink of losing in the single-minded pursuit of higher test scores.

Margaret Wheatley
Come inside a public school happily and purposefully going against current trends!
Join 26 8-10 year olds, their teacher, and their parents for a year bursting with opportunities for curiosity, creativity and compassion.
“In August to June, we have a visual record of a community of learners, a series of
moments-discoveries and setbacks-through the school year that accumulate like sparkling beads on a string. The result is as engrossing as it is illuminating.”
-Alfie Kohn, author of The Schools Our Children Deserve and other books
“August to June reminds us of the truth of W.B. Yeats’ observation, that ‘Education is
Not the filling of a Pail, but the Lighting of a Fire.’”
-John Merrow, PBS education reporter
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Speaking in Tongues:
4 Kids. 4 Languages. 1 City. 1 World.
A film by Marcia Jarmel & Ken Schneider
Friday, August 5th, 6:30pm in Salon 3
At a time when 31 states have passed “English Only” laws, four pioneering families
put their children in public schools where, from the first day of kindergarten, their
teachers speak mostly in a foreign language.
Speaking in Tongues follows four diverse kids on a journey to become bilingual. This
charming story will challenge you to rethink the skills that Americans need to succeed in the 21st century.
Audience Award Winner for Best Documentary Feature at the San Francisco International Film Festival
“Speaking in Tongues is a film that needed to be made. With insight and the appeal
of children, you have brought alive the vast capability of kids to learn languages
and the impact of doing so early and thoroughly. As English grows in use around the
globe, you provide a case study in overcoming our linguistic egotism and help show
multiple benefits of bilingual education.”
– Westy Egmont, National Immigrant Integration Conference
“An illuminating lens into the increasingly relevant topic of multilingualism in a
globalized world.”

See opposite page

“This exquisite film gets right to the heart of issues surrounding languages in the
U.S.”
—Virginia Collier & Wayne Thomas, Professors Emeriti, Bilingual/Multicultural/ESL
Education, George Mason University

Lessons from the Real World
A film by Bob Gliner
Saturday, August 6th, 6:30pm in Salon 3
Lessons From the Real World, contends, like many educators, that focusing on test
scores to improve student achievement is looking in the wrong place.
Learning to read, do math and other subjects will come if students care about what
they are learning, rather than drilling them with subject matter largely divorced
from their real lives, and the community and societal problems which often impact
those lives.
In Portland, Oregon, teachers at a wide range of schools are putting this idea into
practice. While this is their story, it can help point the way to rethinking how schools
everywhere can be successfully transformed.

“It is not half so important to know
as to feel when introducing a young
child to the natural world”

Lessons From the Real World, a highly informative and entertaining documentary,
filled with engaging teachers, students and lessons will surely bring much needed attention to a long neglected and critical aspect of the debate around public education.
Rachel Carson
“Lessons from the Real World is an hour-long film your local board of education,
PTA, and teachers should watch. It shows what school can be. Should be. Every
member of Congress should be required to watch this film.”
– Susan Ohanian, Winner of the George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution
to Honesty and Clarity in Public Language
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“I have never encountered any
children in any group who are not
geniuses. There is no mystery on
how to teach them. The first thing
you do is treat them like human beings and the second thing you do is
love them.”
Asa Hilliard

Additional Program Elements
Music & Entertainment
Austin Willacy
Friday, August 5th, 9pm-10:00pm in JB’s Lounge
Austin is a member of The House Jacks, a groundbreaking vocal rock band with
whom he has produced seven full-length albums, conducted international a cappella
master classes and toured extensively. Austin is a board member of CASA (The
Contemporary A Cappella Society) and The Freight & Salvage (A Traditional & Folk
Music preservation non-profit). For the past 12 years, Austin has directed ‘Til Dawn,
Youth in Arts’ co-ed teen a cappella group. In this time, he has produced 4 awardwinning recordings. In January, 2010 Austin was recognized with an Avanti Award,
and given a 3-year grant, to help him continue his work in teen a cappella.
You can find out more about Austin Willacy at: www.austinwillacy.com or www.
myspace.com/austinwillacy

DJ Trumastr
Friday, August 5th, 10pm-11:30pm in JB’s Lounge
Saturday, August 6th, 9pm-11:30pm in JB’s Lounge
DJ Trumastr is an international touring DJ based out of Albany, New York. Infused
with a rich knowledge of music, this creative innovator spins infectious blends that
transcend both cultural and generational boundaries. Although mostly inspired by
the classic sounds of Jazz, Funk, Hip Hop, R&B and Soul, DJ Trumastr’s skill on the
decks knows no limit. A master of versatility, this DJ/producer can rock any party
from small private events to the big stage.
You can find out more about DJ Trumastr at www.djtrumastr.com

Spin Class with DJ Trumastr
DJ Trumastr will be offering classes on how to DJ for the young people in attendance.
9-11 year-olds on Saturday, August 6th at 10:30am in Jantzen
12-14 year-olds on Saturday, August 6th at 1:30pm in Jantzen
15-18 year-olds on Saturday, August 6th at 3:30pm in Jantzen

Children’s & Teen Program (see insert)
Body, Mind, & Spirit
Awareness Through the Body
ATB will be held each morning beginning at 7am in Timberline. See page 15 for a
description and link to ATB’s website for more details.

Interfaith Space
Recognizing the spirituality of all people, a daily opportunity to attend to our own
spiritual needs will be available throughout the conference in Flanders and each
morning from 7:00-8:00am.

Yoga
Currently, we have Glisan open each morning (7-8am) for unguided Yoga. This space
will be dedicated for this purpose throughout the conference.
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“We must build a movement that
reflects our values; a movement that
nurtures and supports us as activists, as individuals, and as families; a
movement that feeds our hearts and
our souls.”

Exhibitors
Abeo School Change
www.abeoschoolchange.org

Across Studio
Linda Stout

www.acrossstudio.com

Antioch University
www.antioch.edu

CooperativeGames.com
GameWhys.com - Games for Conscious Living
www.gamewhys.com

Gifts & Crafts Intl.
www.danielam.com

High Mowing School
www.highmowing.org

Humane Society University
www.humanesocietyuniversity.org

Michelle Mersy, Life & Parenting Coach
www.michellemersy.com

Rethinking Schools
www.rethinkingschools.org

Summa Institute
www.summainstitute.org

Village Free School
www.villagefreeschool.org

Village Home Education Resource Center
www.villagehome.org
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Organizational Sponsors
Alianza para la Educación Alternativa
www. alianzaeducacionalternativa.org

Educación Alternativa
www.educacionalternativa.org

Goddard College
www.goddard.edu

Institute for Humane Education
www.humaneeducation.org

Institute for Democratic Education in America (IDEA)
www.democraticeducation.org

Other Worlds
www.otherworldsarepossible.org

The Patchwork School
www.thepatchworkschool.com

Spirit In Action
www.spiritinaction.net

YES!
www.yesworld.org

The Young People’s Project
www.typp.org
“If this world does not have a place
for us, then another world must be
made”

Zapatista Saying
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We would like to thank the following individuals who have helped make this conference possible:
Amanda Easton, Haley Sladek, Olivia Jones, CarolAnn Bearnes, Breetel Shy, Jessica Graves,
Ryan Mecham, Corina Cowen, Emily Troper, Sean Allen, Kate Morales, Franzi Florack, Greg DiGiacomo,
Elizabeth Baker, Ian Watlington, Jonah Meyer, Jack Mesplay, Mari Luce Fernández, Michele Beach,
Scott Nine, Abdul-Malik Muhammad, Aaron Nakai, Shilpa Jain, Jerry Mintz, Justo Méndez Arámburu,
Melia Dicker, Riane Eisler, Deborah Meier, Linda Stout, Khalif Williams, Mayor Sam Adams, and all our
wonderful presenters, supporters, and those not mentioned.

A very special thanks goes to Christy

Lochary for without whom, none of this would be possible.

